
ADU Case Studies

Case Study 1: Seattle's ADU Boom Boosts Affordability and Community Vibrancy

Headline

Tiny Homes, Big Impact: How Seattle's ADU Boom is Making Housing More
Affordable and Livable

Body

Seattle, a city grappling with a growing housing crisis, has found a clever solution in
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). These versatile units, attached to existing homes or
built as backyard cottages, are providing much-needed living space while fostering
vibrant communities.

Impact on Affordability

● Increased housing options: Relaxed regulations have encouraged ADU
construction, creating more rental units and driving down overall rental costs.

● Income generation for homeowners: Homeowners can rent out ADUs to generate
additional income, making it easier to afford their own mortgages.

● Diversity in housing options: ADUs offer a range of sizes and styles, catering to
young professionals, families, and even aging relatives seeking multi-generational
living arrangements.

Boosting Community Vibrancy

● Densification without sprawl: ADUs add density without sacrificing existing
neighborhoods' character.

● Walkable, connected communities: ADUs often integrate seamlessly into existing
neighborhoods, encouraging walking, biking, and a stronger sense of community.

● Preserving historic character: In some cases, ADUs can be creatively incorporated
into historic structures, revitalizing neighborhoods and preserving cultural heritage.

Key Takeaways

Seattle's ADU program demonstrates how innovative housing solutions can address
affordability concerns while fostering vibrant, connected communities. By encouraging
ADU development, cities can create a win-win situation for residents, homeowners, and
the overall housing market.



Case Study 2: Boston's ADU Initiative: A Pathway to Equity and Housing Security

Headline

Building a More Equitable Boston: How ADUs Can Unlock Housing Opportunities

Body

Boston's soaring housing costs threaten to push out long-term residents and limit
opportunities for young families and professionals. The city's ADU Initiative offers a
promising solution to promote housing equity and create a more inclusive city.

Promoting Equity Through ADUs

● Unlocking property value: Homeowners can utilize their property to create
additional income streams, building wealth and potentially staying in their
neighborhoods longer.

● Creating affordable housing options: ADUs offer smaller, more affordable living
spaces, catering to those priced out of the traditional housing market.

● Empowering diverse communities: ADUs can support multi-generational living
arrangements, fostering cultural richness and family cohesion within neighborhoods.

Enhancing Housing Security

● Aging-in-place solutions: ADUs can be designed to provide accessible living
spaces for aging residents, allowing them to remain in their communities.

● Increased rental stock: More rental units alleviate housing shortages, leading to
greater stability for renters and potentially lower rental costs.

● Revitalizing neighborhoods: ADUs can revitalize underutilized spaces and breathe
new life into established neighborhoods.

Key Takeaways

Boston's ADU Initiative recognizes the importance of housing as a cornerstone of a
thriving and equitable city. By promoting ADU development, Boston can create more
affordable living options, empower residents, and ensure everyone has a chance to call
Boston home.


